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(Traduzione da Aileen)
Gen 3 f. Congress (9/12 a.)

Castelegandolfo, June 8, 2007
MARCO TECILLA

To be Jesus 24 hours over 24


A warmest greeting to all the gen 3 girls in all the languages.  I am happy to be in your midst because it can be seen that the future of the movement, the hope of the movement is in this hall, that means all of you.  You have to be another Chiara who brings ahead the movement wherever you are, in Bulgaria, in Finland, in Africa, in Asia, everywhere. You are really a new generation, a generation of saints, another Chiara.

 
I know that you want to ask me some questions, right ? I try to answer you shortly.


D : Ciao I am Elena, can you tell us how you met Chiara and how you decided to follow her ?


These are two important questions. Not only one, but two important questions.  I have to tell you that during the war, I knew already the existence of this small group in Trent. But I recognized myself as a good Christian and it seemed to me that these persons were a bit exaggerate, so I kept myself a bit far from them.  I didn’t understand them. I said, “ it is enough to go to mass every Sunday.  Therefore, my Christianity was a bit mild.  But at a certain point, I was invited to go to a young people gathering, I knew nothing about what would happen.  In that meeting, we were 8-10 young people.  At a certain point, the door opened and do you know who appeared ? A group of girls. At once I understood that they were those young people that I did not esteem.  However, I was not able to escape any more.  With that priest who invited me, he took a word from a young girl of black hair, very beautiful. I looked at her and asked, “ who is this girl ?”  She started to talk. So I thought , “ Now she will preach, who knows how boring it will be. !” But at a certain point, I found my self to rest my head on my arm, enchanted to heard the words of fire which came out from this young girl.

After I understood that was Chiara, at that time she was still called Silvia.  I was enchanted because I heard the words that I never heard , they gave me a big conviction, a big security, a big love which touched me.  At the end of the talk, my friends who did not understand very much, they started a discussion which stopped at once by this priest.  The girls leave and we remained alone.  So the priest scolded us, “ You all spoiled the whole thing, don’t come to the meeting any more, I will not invite you any more. “ Instead I was still enchanted and said, “ Is not possible, this is something too beautiful. “

I was going home with this priest on the same road, at a certain point he said to me, “ You see Marco, the door there ? “ He showed me the small door of an old house near the Capuchin of Trent who I did not know well.  I knew something but not really knowing what is exactly, so this priest said to me, “ Look, that group of girls live there.”

At that time I worked in a electric mechanical office and I repaired the electric motor. This priest said to me, “ you are a worker, are you willing to help these girls when they need ?” I answered, “ yes, Father, when there is need, you can call me.”

Few days after, I was called to this house where they gave me a burnt electric cooker to repair.  This was only the beginning, because almost everyday there were something broken. You know it was an old house, the electricity wire burnt, the cooking stove burnt, so , “ Marco, have to do this work, “ “ Marco, need to do this”. Then almost everyday I went to this house and I arrived always when Chiara was with her first four, five companions around the table.  Therefore, they were eating and I heard what they talked. They talked about the gospel, of Jesus, the Word of Life that I never heard before, yes… the preaching of Sunday, but were something very theory. There instead they shared experiences, concrete facts and I was enchanted by this life, drank this fountain of life.  Up till one evening, Chiara asked me to stay.  They finished their dinner already.  I did my work a little bit longer time than usual, more delicate work, and she said to me, “ Can you stay ? I have to talk to you.” She shared with me the experience that they were making with the first focolarine, at that time they even did not called focolarine, but “pope” in Trent dialect. She talked to me about Jesus, how they want to live the Gospel totally, radically.  She made an example to me.  “ Look, Marco, when Jesus lived 2000 years ago in Palestine, he was Jesus always, Jesus when he prayed, Jesus when he ate. Jesus when he walked, Jesus when he slept, was always Jesus.  Today, we Christians lived Jesus very little.  We come on Sunday to the mass, we listen to the mass, then go back home.  We forget this reality and return to a normal person. The Christianity seems to exist only for one day or one morning in the week.” “ You know Marco if Jesus will live today, (naturally Chiara made one with me as a worker), he will be a worker like you, but will be always Jesus, Jesus in the office, Jesus in the church, Jesus who sleeps, Jesus who eats, who walk, who feels happy, but always Jesus 24 hours over 24, to be another Jesus.”

I remembered that night I went out and I was taken by this talk.  For the first time, I realized that my Christianity was very far away from the reality, very far away. I lived as a Christian once a week, then I forgot.  But that thought “ to be Jesus 24 hours over 24” was very strong and new that I never heard. I remembered that night, I tell you the truth, I could not sleep.  Usually when I go to bed, I was already tired from work, I lay my head on the cushion and sleep at once, but that night no . I remembered this girl, Chiara who told me of Jesus and this “ 24 hours over 24” .  The day after, I went to the church and I asked for a grace, “ Listen Jesus, I was not able to live in this way, I need your grace and you have to help me. “

I also worked in the midst of other workers.  In that time, after the war, in Italy, it was dominated very much by the communism. Especially in the world of worker, many were against the church, the religion. And I had to face at once this environment which was against the church, against Jesus. First few times I started to react, but luckily every evening I had to go to Piazza cappucini, in that we called “ small house”.  Chiara asked me how everything went on, how I started to live and once I told her my difficulties and she said to me, “ Look Marco, you should not speak, you have to live, to be the witness.  Your companions will understand your way of living from how you live and what you have inside of you. “ 

They spoke also some bad things, some ugly things.  I worked with big electric motor and so I remembered when they talked about these ugly things, I concentrated myself to think of that small house, think of Chiara, Natalia, Graziella.  I thought of this purity, this evangelical purity.  They seemed like angels and took me away, I did not hear any more these talks of my companions. They talked but I did not hear anymore. When the bell rang, because it was time for lunch, I went out from there. I tell you the truth, after some times, my companions understood that I did not interest in certain topics and they went to the other place to talk about it, as to respect me.

I would like to underline one point.  I heard from Chiara this impression : “ You know Marco, we need to see Jesus in everyone.” But I did not heard this before. I asked myself what means “to see Jesus in everyone.” I asked myself, how I can see Jesus in certain bad persons who speak ugly things ? It was a bit difficult.  Slowly , slowly with the help of Chiara, I was able to change my way of seeing things. I give you an example,  there is a phrase in the Gospel where Jesus said, “ When you go to the altar to offer your gift, that means to pray, to ask God a grace, etc, and there you remember that your brother has something against you, you leave your offering and go to reconcile with your him, then you come back to do your offering. “ Before I did not understand this phrase.  What I have to do when I lack of charity or I have a moment of impatient with the others ? How I can say sorry ? Was difficult because you know what is old man, right ? Just like a little bit of oil, if you put the oil into a glass of water, the oil will come up.  But the reason inside me was : go there, they will not care, they understand nothing ! So I thought there was no need to say sorry.  Once in a while Chiara told me , listen to that voice. In fact, there was a small voice speak inside me, “ But you Marco, you realize that you are lacking of charity ? Therefore, you have to make a step.”

 I tell you the truth, every time I made a step, I went to find this colleague or other person to say, “ look ! today I was lacking charity to you, I ask for your forgiveness. “ What happen ? They were shocked. It was never happened that one asks forgiveness to the other, it was impossible and they remained amazed. This established an relationship more beautiful.


I had this grace that everyday I went to Piazza Cappuccini, in the small house, therefore I had the opportunity to stay with Chiara where she talked of these things.  Chiara helped me to do the first steps in this ideal life. 


Elena asked me : “ How you knew Chiara and how you followed Jesus ?” I knew Chiara in this way and many times I was in the small house of Piazza Cappuccini, sometimes I also ate with Chiara.  Therefore, I was formed by her. 


I was born in a beautiful family, father, mother they loved each other.  Then during the war, he died because of sickness and I lose him.  My father was really a holy person.  At that time, I had this idea, “ I have to build up a beautiful family, if I will find a good girl who also lives this spirit, I will get married with her and form a beautiful family.  This was my ideal, was my idea.  But as what the Scripture said, “ Your thoughts are not my thoughts. Your projects are not my projects”. In fact, God has another project.  One day I had a feeling of suffering inside my soul, I did not know how to deal with it. I still did not know the secret, did not know Jesus Forsaken.  Chiara discovered that one day I was not there. 


In fact, it was a secret to speak about Jesus Forsaken.  Chiara talked to me about Jesus, besides being scourge, crown with the thorns, nail to the cross and at a certain moment, he experienced the absence of Father and he cried, “ My God, My God why have you forsaken me “.  Chiara told me, “ look, in that suffering, He took all the suffering of the humanity on himself, if you want to love Jesus, you have to love him in this particular moment.” One evening when I arrive the small house, with a bit long face, Chiara understood that there was some sufferings in me. She asked me, “ How are you Marco ?” At first, I answered, “ OK, Chiara.” I didn’t want to show my personal suffering. But Chiara knew me, she insisted,” Marco, is it true that everything is OK?” So I said, “ You know Chiara, no, there is something.” So I told her a situation, my suffering.  Chiara gave me an answer, “ Marco, this hurt you ? “ “ Of course, it hurts me.” “ Look, this is Jesus Forsaken, you love Jesus Forsaken in this suffering.” 


Ah ! There was really a wonderful discovery.  After, I had many experiences. Chiara always asked me, “ this make you suffer ?” “ Of course Chiara.” “ Also this is Jesus Forsaken.” Every time it was the discovery of one face of this suffering, of this Jesus Forsaken.


I loved, dreamed, I had my project : to form a family.  One day I felt nothing clear inside my soul, inside with a confusion. So I decided to go to that priest, he was a Capuchin father, to talk with him.  I thought, I go , I will tell him what I have inside my soul and he will give me an answer. After the mass, I asked this father, “ I have to talk to you, to tell you something.” “come with me”, he brought me to his room. I started to tell him something, while he took out a pen, a paper and started to write.  So I kept silent because he was writing. At the end, he said, “ Bring this letter to Chiara .” I was amazed because I told myself, “ But I come here to find an answer and he doesn’t give me. “ So I took the letter and went to Chiara. I rang the bell, Chiara opened the door and I told her, “ Father send you this letter.” She read the letter, smile to me and told me, “ OK Marco, you come back her after an hour.” I did not understand. It seemed that hour never finished, I walked around, waited that the hour passed. I returned to Chiara, I rang the bell and she said to me, “ Wait, I give you a beautiful letter.” And I did not understand what she means about the letter.  Chiara said, “ This is for you. Go back to your room, put yourself in front of God and read it.  Then you give me the answer.” I took the letter, ran back home, went to my room and read. It was a very beautiful letter.  It said, “ Like 2000 year before Jesus asked the rich young man, “ If you want to be perfect, go, sell all you have and give to the poor, then come and follow me.” Chiara wrote, “ also today, dearest Marco, Jesus passed by your side and tells you, “ if you want to be perfect, go, sell all that you have, give to the poor then come and follow me.” I experienced an immense joy, I felt so clear that God called me and I had to follow him in the way of Chiara. It was everything for me, from that moment, I didn’t have any doubts. Naturally being alone, I had to wait that the others arrived as to leave the family and enter in the focolare.  But then the moment arrived.  This is the first answer. 

D: Ciao sometimes in school, the others laugh at us because we try to live the Gospel.  Has this happened to you ? How you overcome these moments ?

As I told you before, also this happened to me.  When I started to live this life in the working environment where was very difficult, also the school environment is very difficult, because when everyone is there, it becomes a battle, also me. I was in the situation that I did not do something as the others did. But when they saw that I was firm, my witness to be coherent with the Gospel, they stopped to treat me in this way.  It is true that when I leave Trent and to start the focolare in other city in Torino, when I had to leave the work, you know what my companions told me, those who laughed at me before ?  “ If all the Christian like you, we will become Christians also.” So there I really understand the witness.  The fact of knowing to ask for forgiveness when I made mistake, because I made mistake, I also had old man, to be coherent and they are conquered at least they esteemed me. They said, “ What a pity that you leave now.  If all the Christians like you, we also believe the Gospel.”

You see, how important is the witness ? The others laugh because they don’t understand the strength of ideal, living this deep spiritual life. You should not be frightened because they laugh at you and said, “ You are a little bit difference. “ “ Yes, I am different because I live in the grace of God, because I live for Jesus.” And this is the courage. Like the early Christians knew to affront the torture, the death.  Also today there are other difficulties. Even though there were no lions, tigers to tear you into pieces, do not have martyr in this sense, there is other form of torture, to be excluded.  They did not go with you, because you don’t have a branded shirt, because you don’t smoke as the others, you don’t go with the boys as they do, … so they exclude you. At a certain point they understand that you are right because you have peace, the joy in your heart and they are always sad. There they laugh at you, but in the evening, they cry because they are sad, because they did not have Jesus in their heart. While you, even though you suffer in the school because your classmates laugh at you, but you go to bed peacefully , with joy because Jesus remains living in you heart. 

D: Ciao, I am Elisa.  When you started to live the ideal in the early time with Chiara, was it always easy for you? What gave you the first companions the strength to go ahead and to bring the ideal to the whole world ? 

  The first thing was really unity, unity with Chiara, unity among ourselves, that was Jesus in the midst.  But that Jesus in the midst was constantly generated from the death of our own self, our old man, to live Jesus in the midst. Is Him that gave us joy, the strength to live the ideal and know how to bring the ideal to the others where God send us. Was the strength of unity. 

Because you are still young, don’t have the past experiences, also the experiences of the church before, of many years ago, but you cannot imagine the novelty that Chiara gave us and she is still giving us the reality of Jesus in the midst. Is true that Jesus in the midst is not invented by us, was already in the Gospel of Mathew 18,20.  Jesus speaks of this in the Gospel, but who launches this to everyone is Chiara. Chiara teaches us to live it and in a special way, do you know ? Explaining the key , giving us Jesus Forsaken. With Jesus Forsaken, we can always have Jesus in midst among us. Is Jesus in the midst which brings ahead the movement, not Marco, Ginetta, Graziella, or Giulio or the others, is Jesus in the midst that do.  We should not think that we are very good, we have to be died of ourselves and live in the grace, live with Jesus in the midst, is Jesus who works for the humanity. 

However, up till that moment, this reality was not understood. But Jesus in the midst is really a great novelty. There is already in the Gospel, but is a novelty to live it because one thing is to read the Gospel and it is different to put it into practice , to make experience. 


For sure you have experienced when you are in your gen unit for a game or a spiritual thought, if there is no Jesus in the midst, you cannot agree with the others. One thinks this, the other thinks differently, etc. The assistants cannot figure out what to do, cannot understand what to do because there lacks Jesus in the midst. If there is Jesus in the midst, there is this fullness, there is this strength: is Him who fills you with joy, with divine.  So you go out to witness him in school, in the family, on the road, with your friends, but with your life , being Jesus. Important is not to trust on our own self, of our effort, but on the presence of Jesus in our midst. You know what is camp fire ? Is putting together the wood, which cross each other then to light a fire under.  These crossed wood serve to give strength to the fire, to generate the fire, the heat and light because they consume. It doesn’t not exist a piece of wood to start a fire without consuming itself. The wood had to be consumed. We in our focolare, in our gen unit, we are like the crossed wood, to be consumed in unity, giving life to Jesus in the midst. He is the witness, he is the evangelist and he brings ahead the movement and the ideal. 

D: Ciao. My name is Irene.  How we can have a deep relationship with Jesus ? How we can keep it because some times it comes the temptation? 


You know that Jesus before leaving this world and ascend to the Father, he got to know the human weakness, experienced in himself.  Also He experienced hunger, also he cried for the death of Lazzaro, cried for Jerusalem, had suffered.  Even being God, he had a sensibility, like man.  Now Jesus knowing our human weakness, our fragility, what did he do ? Even he ascended into heaven, still wanted to remain in sensible sign, in the sacraments, for example, in the confession, in the Eucharist, in the prayer. He taught us to pray, had said, “ is very important to pray always.” Pray, that means to be united with God, united with Jesus.  This brings a new strength in everyone, because you see Jesus in the midst, where two or more, but this “two or more” have to be already Jesus, therefore they have to live in the grace of God, they have a relationship with Jesus.  After when there is Jesus in the midst, the relationship will be more in unity.  For this, it is very important to be always in the grace of God.  I think most of you received the first communion already, right ? Eucharist is Jesus who transforms us into him, when we receive the Eucharist, we become another Jesus.

Then there are many temptations.  Jesus before going out to the public life, let the devil to tempt him. He tempted him strongly in the desert with the hunger, with the promises. He promised him everything, to become the master of the world if he adores the devil, he promised him the richness of the world if he accepted the earthly glory, human, etc. But Jesus resist. Also us, we pass our trial, we have our temptation, of vanity, of appearances, of processing things. How many times we attach to our hand phone, for example. To the girls, some want to have make up, to show herself more beautiful than the others, etc. All these things are vanity, therefore, these are also the temptation. 

So temptation are necessary, not the things that should not be happened.  There is one phrase in beatitude, “ Blessed are those who are tempted, because they will receive the crown of glory.” If one never is tempted, how can she do ? Love has to be proof. So the temptation is one way to strengthen us, to fight against the world, to appeal Jesus inside us to help us to resist all these temptations.


If one want to do sport, she has to train herself, to do the exercise, to exercise the muscles, that means sometimes to suffer, to sweat, to be tired. Only when spending effort, one can overcome the difficulties, to win the competition.  But if there is no training, how can one arrive ?  Cannot be.  So in the life of graces, in the life of relationship with God, the temptations serve to increase our relationship with Jesus.  Because every time we say no to a negative thing, is a yes to Jesus.  This yes means growing.

You have also the chance to talk with your assistant.  Sometimes is good to do it, because logically it come out problems, and is normal.  If you talk about it, the assistant can tell you, “ do this, do that, or go to the priest.  You have many help, but is normal that you pass these moments, don’t be frightened. 


D: Ciao I am Chiara.  After so many years that you live the ideal, you are always happy ?  Can you tell us something of your relationship with Chiara today ? 


Yes, I lived the ideal many years, I try to start again every day because every day we need to start again to live the ideal.  I lived this life more than 60 years, to live in this paradise, because is the life of unity among us. And I tell you the truth, if I have to born again to a new life, I will start again to live this ideal, because really it gives the fullness that I cannot exchange with nothing. Is exactly the life of the ideal, the relationship with Jesus, the relationship with God which gives the fullness. When the dark moments come, those moments can strengthen our soul, that we can say, “ I love you” to Jesus by offering which is worth much more. When you are happy, when there is joy, it is easy to say, “ I love you”. But when you feel bitterness, to say “ I love you” becomes more difficult and this worth much more. 

Regarding the relationship with Chiara, look, Chiara is our mother, is my mother because she gives me this life.  I was 19 years old since I knew her and I did not leave her.  The relationship with Chiara is very simple.  If you live the ideal, you have a constant relationship with her even though you did not see her.  You know that in this latest period, Chiara is not well.  She is at home and everyday someone went to visit her, but very rare.  We are like the children in front of a sick mother, they will not continuously to go to her room to disturb her.  Also us, when she calls us, we go.  If she did not call us, we don’t go. 

But the unity with Chiara, is not something that able to touch her, to see her, to be near her, to talk to her.  Of course this will be a great help.  As I told you before, many times I ate with Chiara, I played with her, but I remember one particular moment, I had to tell you because is very important.  We were in the year of ’53-’54, many years ago.  There was one of our priest, our religious called Father Novo. He went to Palestine, in Jerusalem exactly where people crucified Jesus. He was there like a missionary. Now we arrived all over the world, but at that time, we still did not go out from Italy, we were only here. Thinking of this father who was in Jerusalem, beyond the sea, so far away, was something really special.  I remember that one day we were in her house, Chiara said, “ I felt Fr. Novo more united with me because he is in the cross, in the suffering, loves Jesus Forsaken, than with some popa who live next to me. “ This is to say that is not the distance which make you united with Chiara, is how much we love Jesus , especially in the cross when he cried, “ My God, my god why have you forsaken me ? “ So this is the true love and Chiara feels it. So even though we did not see her, we are far apart, we are in one continent, she feels that there is unity.  She has a particular sensibility because she is united with God and if we unite with God, there is syntony. If we don’t unite with God, like the current of frequency , will never meet together. If we unite with God, Chiara feels it.  Therefore, the unity with Chiara is exactly how much we are in god and we live in suffering.  Do you understand ?


It would be nice if Chiara can come to you, you cannot imagine how much she wants to come, to give you a word, to encourage you, to tell you something that a mother can give to her children.  It will be beautiful, but is not possible. But because of this, you think you are not united with Chiara ? Absolutely no, Chiara feels that we are one body, because you have Jesus in the midst, because you want to live the ideal, you have good will to live the ideal. I want to remind you one thing, . 

  
When I had military service, I was a soldier, therefore I was far away from Chiara.  So she wrote me a letter, one phrase remained in my memory.  I want to tell you so that it will remain in your heart, print in gold in your heart. Chiara told me, “ Remember, Marco,” I would say, “Remember Elena, remember John,…. Remember Marco, our life is a eternal “start again”. This gave me a big peace.  She wrote to me many years ago, almost 60 years ago, I did not forget this phrase.  This means if I live, knowing to start again, even though when I forget to love, forget to live the word of life, … I can start again.  What is this mean ? means to believe in the love of God and God loves me immensely. 


Print this in your heart, remember always : our life is a eternal “ start again”. 


Your shouting confirm me really that you receive it and want to live it and this I will bring to Chiara. 
